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From The Principal's Desk

We are going through difficult times amidst the global pandemic. The education system has
changed from chalk and talk to e-learning mode. I am thankful to my students, teachers and
non-teaching staff for their constant effort to maintain the norms and values of the institution.
Under these stressful circumstances, it gives me immense pleasure to present before you the
creative expressions of students and staff who have contributed to the magazine. This magazine
gives each individual the opportunity to express their artistic and literary talent so that their
varied interests find sustenance in the outer world. The college works collectively to serve the
cause of education so that the students today can live in a freer world. I extend my heartfelt
congratulations to the editorial team of “SARANIK”, and all the stakeholders for their perennial
efforts in bringing the magazine to its present stature. I sincerely hope that this creative

endeavour brings positive vibes to the readers.
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LOCKDOWN AND ITS IMPACT ON INDIAN ECONOMY
PRATIK BASU,BA(GEN) 1st YEAR

The Covid-19 Pandemic in India started from March 2020. Government imposed lockdown in
India.The Covid-19 in India is very highly infectious and contagious.It spread from people to people.It
came from China.In lockdown people stayed at homes and could not move out to the
streets.Government made a rule for people to wear masks on their faces when they went out from the
homes. Many businesses, factories, shopping malls, stalls, restaurants and shops were closed. This
hampered the economy of our country and it was devastated.India’s growth in the fiscal year 2020 went
down to 3.1% according to the ministry of statistics. The Chief Economic Adviser to the Government of
India to the World bank. The rating agencies had India’s Economic liberalization in the 1990’s. CRISIL
state bank of India research estimates a contraction of over 40% in the GDP in Q1 in the Ministry of
statistics.

In Nomura Unemployment rose from 6.7% on 15 March to 2.6% on 19 April and then during the
lockdown an estimated 140 million people lost employment while salaries were cut for many others.More
than 45% of households across the nation have reported an income drop as compared to the previous
year. The Indian economy was expected to lose over Rs 32,000 Crore(US$4.2 hillion) everyday during
the first 21-days to complete lockdown which was declared following the Coronavirus outbreak under
complete lockdown less than a quarter of India’s $2.8 trillion economic movement was functional up to
53% of businesses in the country were projected to be significantly affected. Supply chains have been
put under stress with the lockdown restrictions in place initially there was a lack of clarity in streamlining
what an “essential” is what is not.Those in the informal sectors and daily wage groups have been at the
most risk.A large no. of farmers around the country who grow perishables also faced uncertainty.

Major companies in India such as Larsen and Toubro,Bharat Forge Ultratech Cement Grasim
Industries Aditya Birla Group Bhel and Tata motors temporarily suspended or significantly reduced
operations. Fast-moving consumer goods companies in the country have significantly reduced
operations and are focussing on essentials.

Mostly hard hit were daily wage earners , rickshaw pullers, autodrivers, taxidrivers.They lost their
income due to lockdown.Many factories were shut down.Many people lost their jobs. So they could not
provide school fees for their children.So their studies were adversely affected.Many migrant labourers
went moneyless as there was no work during lockdown.They had no shelter or food and had to walk
hundreds of miles on the scorching heat or on cycles and many of them died on the roads.

Therefore the government should take steps so that the economy should not get devastated due
to pandemic situations in future.The government should provide financial security to the people of the
lower unorganised group so that in the crisis situation they are not left helpless. We should all unite to
work for a solution to such a pandemic crisis.
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Effects of Covid-19 Pandemic on the Environment

Shriparna Bagh; (Semester VI, Department of Zoology)

Coronaviruses are the well known causes of severe respiratory, enteric and systemic infections in
a wide range of animal hosts including man. The outbreak of Covid-19 (SARS-COV-2) was initiated in
Wuhan and it was soon declared a “Public Health Emergency of International Concern” by WHO.

The world has changed in the last few years due to the rare disaster Coronavirus. The pandemic
has resulted in the loss of a large number of human lives. To prevent the spread of the pandemic, the
whole world was put in a great lockdown. Our lives suffered many changes during the lockdown and the
environment was impacted in myriad ways. Here are both the positive and negative effects of Covid-19
reflected on the environment and the climate.

POSITIVE CONSEQUENCES: It is noticed that there is a sudden reduction of GreenHouse Gas emission
as industries, transportation had shut down during a certain period of time. Air pollution had also
decreased as the movement of vehicles was restricted. It was computed that nearly 50% reduction of N2.O
and CO occurred due to the shutdown of industries and also in the burning of fossil fuel in countries like
the USA, Canada, China, India, Italy, Brazil etc.

In many countries worldwide, flights were cancelled as international travel was restricted. In India
alone, 36% drop in air travel led to a massive change in the environment. It is an enormous help to
withstand and resist global climate change as it conserved precious fossil fuel.

Furthermore, water pollution is a common disaster in countries like India and Bangladesh where
industrial and household wastes are dumped into rivers without any procedure. This reduced to a great
extent as industries were shut down during the pandemic. The rivers Ganga and Yamuna did reach a
significant level of purity in India. Likewise, there was a sharp decline in noise pollution and many
beaches were cleaned around the world. Many animal species were seen back in urban spaces after long.

NEGATIVE EFFECTS: On the other hand, coronavirus pandemic has some negative impacts that may
continue for long periods in the future. Since the outbreak, medical waste generation has increased
globally which is a major threat to public health and environment. For sample collection of Covid-19
patients, their treatment and for disinfection purposes, a massive amount of infectious biochemical waste
is generated from hospitals and clinics around the world.

According to recent published studies, it has been reported that the SARS-COV-2 virus can live
for a day on cardboard and upto three days on plastic and stainless steel. So waste generated from
hospitals (needles, syringes, masks, bandages, masks, used tissues) should be managed properly to reduce
further infection and environmental pollution.
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To protect themselves from the viral infection, people are using masks, gloves, PPE, most of which
are plastic based. But due to the lack of knowledge about infectious waste management, most people
dump these in open places which clog waterways and worsen environmental pollution.

Recently a huge amount of disinfectant is used on roads, on commercial and residential areas to
exterminate the virus. However these disinfectants may also kill non-targeted species leading to
ecological imbalance. Moreover SARS-COV-2 virus was detected in Covid-19 patients’ faeces and also
from municipal waste water.

CONCLUSION: 1t is assumed that all these environmental consequences are short term. But it is high
time to scheme a proper strategy for long term benefit as well as sustainable environmental management.

Some possible strategies like sustainable industrialisation, use of green and public transport, use
of renewable energy, waste water treatment and recycling, ecological restoration and ecotourism can be
taken up for global environmental sustainability. United time-oriented effort can positively lessen the
impact of the pandemic on the environment.
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Lockdown And Increase In Domestic Violence
Mohini Mitra, B.Sc. (Geography) ,Semester 4.

| was waiting for him to come home, preparing a hot meal which was perfect in every way, trying my
best to set the table and do other home chores on time so his mood won't be off. Making sure the home
looked clean was always a concern for me because | am always asked this one question; what do you
do except sitting and sleeping all day at home?! At last he came home, | asked my child not to make
any noise as he would be tired working all day for us. The dinner was still hot, so | served it on the table
for him. He took the first bite, may be he wasn’t hungry, may be he doesn't like it, | still don’t know what
was the reason that after just one bite the whole plate was thrown at my face in front of my 4 year old
boy, who understands everything. | was in shock and my kid was in shock. He couldn't even speak a
word and all everyone heard that night were his loud taunts and complaints about how | was a bad wife
who can't cook, who can't manage home or a kid or anything.

| still don’t know if it was the food that triggered it but till date | am afraid to make Chicken butter masala
again.

My kid who is a teenager now shouts at me too, hits everyone at school but stays quiet in front of his
father and just looks at him with empty eyes.

But | still love him, why wouldn’t I? He is my husband and the father of my child. Family violence refers
to threatening or other violent behaviors within families that may be physical, sexual, psychological, or
economic, and can include child abuse and intimate partner violence. Family violence during pandemic
is associated with a range of factors including economic stress, disaster-related instability, increased
exposure to exploitative relationships, and reduced options

for support. Due to the social isolation measures implemented across the globe to help reduce the
spread of COVID-19, people living in volatile situations of family violence are restricted to their homes.
Social isolation exacerbates personal and collective vulnerabilities while limiting accessible and familiar
support options.

Since women found no respite and were confined to the walls of the house with their abusers during the
lockdown period, the incidence of domestic abuse went up. What are the causes of domestic abuse in
India? Lack of gender sensitization,misogyny, patriarchal attitudes and lack of healthy relationship
models are most common reasons for violence against women. Socio economic status, substance and
alcohol abuse also leads to violence against women. Children who are subjected to abuse are likely to
behave similarly to adults. Sometimes children,who witness one parent abusing the other, tend to abuse
in later life. Now, of course people can argue that there are prevalent laws in the Indian Constitution.
But the situation is much more complex than we can imagine. Especially for those who are economically
dependent or have nowhere to go. We have to thrash patriarchal society. Strengthening the laws and
supporting and being compassionate to the survivors. “If we are to fight discrimination and injustice
against women we must start from the home for if a woman cannot be safe in her

own house then she cannot be expected to feel safe anywhere.”
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Women workers in the unorganised sector of India and the Pandemic.
Sutapa Mukhopadhyay,Dept of History

Anong was acquainted with me for a long time. She had a unique culinary skill and came to India from
Thailand to get a job in the related sector. She worked as a Thai chef in a renowned hotel of Kolkata.
During the lockdown period in 2020 she lost her job and was forced to go back to her native state. This
year she came back again in search for a job, but to no avail. She once called me and talked to me
about the ordeal she is facing. This is the scenario of the unorganised sector of India. Losing one’s job
at a fraction of a second is nothing but hard reality in the informal employment sector of India.

In most of the developing countries widespread unemployment poses varied problems for the working
women and India is no exception. The worldwide pandemic has enhanced the hardship for everybody
barring his or her gender. The lockdown to contain the spread of the coronavirus brought about a
devastating impact on the Indian labour market. There is no denying the fact that the women workers
face additional hurdles in the job market. The International Labour Organisation’s Global Wage Report
2020-2021 states that the impact of the crisis stemmed from Covid-19 had been different for men and
women. An estimated 400 million unorganised sector workers in India are at risk of dire poverty and the
women workers are worst-affected. Discrimination, low pay, lack of recognition, harassments are certain
factors which create difficulties for women to sustain in the job market. The gender gaps in the labour
market had increased during the pandemic period. Moreover the women’s burden of domestic chores
has increased during the pandemic period which forced many of them to stay away from the job market.
Periodic Labour Force Survey of 2018-19 shows that the share of women engaged in domestic and
allied activity together was 57.4 percent and 60 per cent compared to just 0.5 per cent 0.6 per cent for
men in rural and urban areas respectively. The onus of child-rearing on women reduced the women
workers participation in the job market. Their prime responsibility as caregivers and their unpaid care
work had increased in the lockdown period. Even the self- employed women who worked from within
their household premises do not enjoy any social security benefits.

Dr. Arun Kumar, CEO of Apnalaya, an NGO says, “Whenever there is a huge level of unemployment,
women get further marginalised. One reason is because the tendency on the supply side is that men
will go out and work. In terms of demand, people prefer male labour force first.” In the unorganised job
market, women are largely concentrated in domestic work. The negative economic impact of the
lockdown is being felt by the women of this sector. The survey made by the Institute of Social Studies,
April-May 2020, shows that the women workers in the domestic work sector had faced a huge loss of
income. Covid-19 is intensifying inequalities and women continue to bear the maximum brunt. Women
workers in the informal sector face different structural constraints. Women in poor households work in
categories of work such as domestic work, home-based work, street vending, construction work etc.
Agriculture is the largest provider of employment followed by manufacturing, public administration,
health, education, trade, hotel etc. Women workers comprise the largest group of landless labourers.
They work on daily wage basis. All these sectors have been affected and hit hard by the pandemic. The
ISST survey shows that around 83 percent of women workers faced severe income drop. Nine out of
ten women informal workers stated that the pandemic has increased anxiety and mental stress due to
uncertainties of work. They are suffering from challenges in procuring food items and managing their
children’s education.
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There is no denying the fact that before the pandemic era, workforce participation rates for women were
declining in India. And the impact of the pandemic on women workers is devastating. Today’s world of
work is still marked by gender inequality. Women face a number of structural constraints in the informal
job sector. The informal workers provide many essential services, but they do not have any social
protection to deal with such precarious situation. Although the Union and the state governments of India
have announced some relief packages, the effective implementation of the welfare measures poses a
big challenge. Following the recommendation of the National Commission for Enterprises in the
Unorganised Sector 2006, extending social security to informal women workers is the need of the hour.

Sources:

1. International Labour Organization Global Wage Report 2020-21.

2. NCEUS Report 2006.

3. Periodic Labour Force Survey 2018-19.

4. Do, 2019-2020.

5. Nirmala Banerji, Indian Women in a Changing Industrial Scenario, Sage
Publications, New Delhi, 1990.

6. Rameshwari Pandya and Sarika Patel, Women in the Unorganized sector of India,
New Century Publications, New Delhi, 2010

7. Renana Jhabvala and R.K.A. Subrahmanya, The Unorganised Sector: Work Security
and Social Protection. Sage Publications, New Delhi, 2000

8. Renana Jhabvala, Ratna M. Sudarshan, Jeemol Unni eds., Informal Economy
Centrestage: New Structures of Employment, Sage Publications, New Delhi, 2003.
9. Shiney Chakraborty, “Women Informal Workers: Falling Through the Cracks in the
Pandemic”, Institute of Social Studies Trust, New Delhi, 2021.
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TEAMWORK
Arpita Sen, Bcom (H), Sem 4

“Coming together is the beginning,
Stay together is progress,
Working together is success!!!”

Teamwork is when a great of people comes together to complete the tasks enrolled
to them. It's one of the basic need or necessity for any organization to achieve all
its goals.

“Surrender the ME for the WE”

Each organization is divided into various sections. All the parts of the organization
do teamwork and complete the various tasks assigned to them. If there is no
teamwork organization fails to achieve their estimated goals.

“One spirit, one team, one win”

One of the most significant advantages of working in a team is that the work gets
divided between all the group members. When the work is shared, all the members
are going too equal amount of jobs. Hence, no one has to feel overburdened with
the task assigned to them.

“Teamwork; We believe in each other.”
A critical lesson that school teach is the lesson on teamwork. All the that you play
based on teamwork as cricket, volleyball etc..
“11 players, 1 heartbeat
1 team, 1 mission”
Teamwork teaches us an important lesson in our daily life i.s. trust or believe in

each other. Every relationship works because of the efforts of two people working

together as a team.

“You may be strong but we are stronger”

You may be able to do everything alone but then a team will increase your trust in
yourself, your spirit, your strength and you will be boosted up.

“There is no | in team”
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Every relationship works because of the efforts of two people working as a team
“One team, one dream” When everyone works in teams, they achieve all the goals
on which the organization functions. It makes things easier for everyone in the
team.

“We are all in this together”

Teamwork is the collaborative effort to achieve a common goal or to complete a
task in more effective and in more efficient way. Creativity is not the domain of
one single person. Beside a bigger pool of ideas, working together also creates an
enthusiasm for idea generation that people usually don’t experience alone.
“Together Everyone achieves more”

Teamwork is becoming increasingly important in contemporary organization, and
as long as teams are formed, managed and implemented effectively can provide a

source of competitive advantages.

“Teamwork makes the dream work”
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FIFTEEN
Mohini Mitra, BSc (Geography),Semester 4

The colourful bangles sparkled in the sunlight, reflecting it and casting a hundred
flecked rainbows all over the stall. | felt Mariam's tiny hand, clasped tightly in my
stronger and rougher one tug excitedly. My knee high little girl's eyes were wide,
sheer amazement reflected in them as she took the melange of colours: left, right,
up and down. | chucked when she looked at me, awestruck. "Appa!" She was
almost whispering. | bent down, - "Say"

| looked much bemused.

"Ammi loved blue bangles.”

The blue bangles were so pretty, | silently agreed as | glanced at them with more
careful interest. Sharia would have loved them. | sadly pushed the thought away
from my mind.

Mariam was gasping again. Coming back from my reverie, | saw her delightedly
staring at the tiny blue bangles that an equally delighted shopkeeper was holding
out to her.

The scene was so chemical that | burst out laughing. She turned to me, euphoria
written all over her innocent face and breathlessly asked, "Appa? Will | wear it?"

The shopkeeper's eyes crinkled with merry laughter gently taking her wrist he
slipped the bangles through. Mariam gazed joyfully at her five year old hands.

"How do you like it my dear?" The vendor asked.

My daughter looked at me, her shining eyes waiting for a reply which | promptly
gave.

"They looked just perfect.”

A beaming Mariam looked on while a deal was made and a set of fifteen blue
bangles was bought. When | saw her staring wondrously at a red bangle. | quickly
took her hand and dragged her out, leaving the storekeeper doubled up with
laughter.

We headed homeward, each of us sucking on an ice - lolly in the heat, Mariam
holding my hand tightly with one of hers and the ice lolly in the other, precious
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bangles already worn on her wrist. Suddenly, the sky shadowed over. Planes -
their rotating blades creating a dreadful din.

And that was when we heard the bomb fall a little distance away.

"Appa!”

Mariam was frightened and rightfully so. | scooped her up in my arms and ran in
the direction opposite to the blast. People were shouting on the street, scrambling
to find a safe haven.

Huh! Safe haven! In war - plagued Syria where was this safety? Our lives were
always precariously on the brink of death.

Bang! Bang!

Another blast shattered the air. Then, all of a sudden, the first gunshot was heard.
Someone screamed. A moment of silence followed before the gunfire erupted all
around and people ran helter - shelter searching for cover. Spotting the
abandoned stall of bangles a few meters away, | fell to the ground - Mariam's arm
around my neck - | had to crawl to its shelves and racks somehow.

Selecting the most sheltered wooden Almirah, | managed to wedge myself behind
it. Here, my daughter and | sat for the next few hours, hearing the shots, cries and
thud. Shards of glass exploded as this stall, like every other one in the market,
was fired at. On and on the attack dragged, until the screaming lessened and the
bombing faded away into silence again.

Miracle of miracles! We were still alive, | don't know how long we sat there. When
night fell and | was fairly certain that the attackers were there no more, | cautiously
stepped out, leaving a pale Mariam still in the stall's shelter. All | could see in soft
moonlight were bodies lying on the cold ground, rubble, debris, lifeless eyes and
littered glass splinters. Destruction. | stifled a sob. Our home? Gone. Now where?
Vision blurred. | gently picked up my girl and headed out. There was only one
thing left for us to do - go to the docks and flee. We walked in silence. Sadness
gnawed at my stomach.

"Appa?"

" Haan?" | choked

She held out her arm, which bore fourteen blue bangles.

"One broke", she whispered, before she buried her face into my neck and cried,
body wracked with silent sobs.

My heart ached, but what could | do? So | only hugged her tighter. We reached
the dock soon, where a small group of people had already gathered. Taking the
nearest, sturdiest fishing boat and bare minimum food and clothes, we sailed.
England was taking refugees, | heard someone saying.
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All | could do when Mariam fell asleep on my lap was to stare at the vast unending
ocean all around, realizing how powerless | was to protect her from it. Only god
could save us now.

Days went by. On the fourth day, Mariam showed me that only ten bangles now
remained on her wrist. Food was already running out.

It was on the sixth day that someone first died. He was a mere guy of eighteen,
weakened by pneumonia. His mother wailed and fell over her lifeless son begging
him to open his eyes.

Needless to say, he did not. Eventually, despite the mother's anguish, they threw
his body into the cold water. There was nothing that could be done and space
after all was strained.

On the seventh day, his mother could not be found on the boat. She had jumped
into the river during the night. One by one, my Mariam's treasured, blue bangles
broke. And as each bangle broke, | felt our resolve also crumbling away bit by bit.
Finally, only three remained.

| had almost given up hoping for survival. Thus on a scorching day when we
realised that we had almost made it, people went berserk with joy.
Strength renewed by hope, willing hands helped the boat speed to the coast.

England! At last!

We all were insane with gratitude when he alighted - people weakly hugged while
some completely collapsed with fatigue.

The bomb shell which hit us next was metaphorical and worse and a scene of
cruelty.

"No more refugees! Do you not understand?", a soldier was barking in anger.
How many of your war - torn population "do you expect our already overcrowded
country to sustain? It's state's decision."

| could hear his voice faltering with guilt but he had his orders to follow.

Mariam and | stood a little distance away. My mind was in a whirl for everything |
had held onto had fallen away.
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| wailed in deep grief as | remembered the day we had been in the rainbow
adorned bangle stall. But what about my daughter, who had flecked my life with
her rainbows of joie de vivre?

"Appa?" A gentle tug on my tattered dirty shirt.
She held out her wrist. Two bangles still glistened.
"One for you and one for me," she whispered -
Maybe God's wish of making us still survive.

Today, if you go to the same spot on that coast, maybe you will find two blue
bangles buried deep in the sand.
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14th May, 2020 - A Phone Call

Anindita Mitra,Teacher, Department of English

"Hello, how are you?"

"Is that even a question?"

"True! Shouldn't have asked."
"Well. I'm bored. Glad you called.”

"l was bored too. So grabbed a pack of Doritos and called you. Did you see all those stuck in
other states. How very depressing!"

"O, I'm not even watching the news channels. And who watches TV nowadays. I'm glued to
this awesome show on Netflix."

"I'm watching one on Amazon Prime. Did you see that movie Contagion? Boy, | tell you, it's
exactly the same thing that's happening now. Scary!"

"Scary it is! Tell me something. Are you going out? Uncle, aunty?"
"Are you crazy! None of us are going out. You remember Mohan, our driver. We whatsapp
him the list of essentials we need and he brings them along once a week. That's it. | can't

even imagine going out! No way!"

"Me too. | see so many people roaming around the streets from my balcony. This lockdown is
never gonna end, | tell you!"

"True that! Anyway, I've started painting again. There's so much free time. Will send you
pictures."
"Please do. I've started uploading make-up tutorials on Instagram."

"I saw. They are amazing. Heart reacts only."
"Thank you! By the way, | heard you guys are in the red zone."

"Ya! | heard someone died in the next lane and he had tested positive."”
"Be careful.”

"O don't worry! We aren't going out. And what's with this drama? Thousands die in this
country every day. 10-20 people dying of this virus is okay. People are being overdramatic."

"You're right! Bye now. Will call you later! | feel a bit feverish today."
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A Dream in Three Parts
Anindita Mitra, Teacher, Dept. of English

Yesternight | dreamt.

It was an all-night affair

And unlike most other dreams,

| remembered every bit of it clearly
When | woke up today

Exhausted.

Needless to say they were nightmares
All three of them.

Those who know me, would know
| never dream happy

Even when | am.

| slept at around midnight

To find myself in a big hall

Full of men and women

All dressed for some occasion.
But | was ready to leave, when
A hand tapped on my shoulder
And a voice said,

"Be careful while you step outside.
It's all mud and water there."

It was a woman's voice, | think...
She and | started to search for ways
To go out of the hall

But everywhere we went

At every doorway

The puddles were knee-deep
And we started to drown.

But we never cried for help

At least, | didn't.

Drowning | woke up
Sweaty...and gulped down water
To put myself to sleep again.

| am walking in an empty street.
The woman's voice is there.
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We are returning from somewhere
May be from that party.

But in front of us is something.
There are two men following

A woman! | nudge the voice,
"Something bad is going to happen.”
And instantly there's a scuffle.

| hit my head on the pavement

And | wake up, yet again.

It's 3a.m. now and I'm afraid

To close my eyes.

A crow is cawing

Sitting right outside my window.

| close it and go back

To bed, to bed, to bed.

No, there's no knocking at the gate.

| am at home.

I've hit my head.

I'm coughing up blood.

My parents see that

But are not concerned!

My father asks me to open my mouth.
It's all blood!

| wake up.

It's 5:10a.m..

It's clear outside.

| sit right up on bed.

Let's not sleep anymore tonight

For sleep comes to the blessed, right?
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Plague, Rumour, Resistance and Nationalism in colonial India
Sutapa Mukhopadhyay, Dept. of History

18th September 1896 was a Saturday. At 11am that day, Dr.Viegas made his way to Vor Gaddi
for a house call. Dr.Viegas found his patient, a middle-aged woman, moderately feverish. Her
speech and consciousness were impaired. ...She also had an enlarged lymph node in the groin.
DR. Viegas could find no local ulcer or wound to explain it. He prescribed the usual remedies
of his time for fever. Later that day, Dr.Viegas saw a second patient with a similar illness, a
young man from the Port Trust Estate. On Sunday morning his first patient was dead. The
young man was much worse and unlikely to survive. At the boy’s bedside, Dr.Viegas made his
momentous diagnosis.....He told the family that the boy was dying of bubonic plague. Later that
afternoon, in the Petit Laboratory, Dr.Viegas, with the aid of a microscope, could view the pink-
staining bipolar bacilli..... Five days later, a Standing Committee reviewed Dr.Viegas’s findings.
On 29th September, the Government of India, in the person of the Governor General Lord Elgin,
was notified of the outbreak of plague in Bombay city by a telegram from the Governor, William
Sandhurst.

One of the earliest references to plague in India had been during Jahangir, the Mughal
emperor’s reign. Another reference of plague was made by Manucci, the European traveller,
which happened in the Deccan during 1702-04. The disease was believed to be contagious.
European travellers even prescribed several remedies. The third plague pandemic in the late
nineteenth century shook the major part of the world and eventually appeared in India through
the port city of Bombay. At first the progress of the disease was relatively slow. However by
December 1896 the epidemic phase began. Karachi and Poona were infected and by March
the whole of Konkan, the district of Kutch, Kathiawar and several places of India were infected.
Punjab was infected in October 1897. Bubonic Plague appeared in Madras and Bengal
Presidency in the year 1898. Initially the British authority was slow to adopt serious measures
to control the pandemic. But the European Commercial and industrial magnets exerted
tremendous pressure on the colonial rulers to take stringent steps to control the disease since
the British economy in India was dangerously threatened with the outbreak of bubonic plague.
After the official recognition of the presence of plague in India the colonial government took
certain steps to combat the situation. Lord Elgin, Viceroy, dispatched Surgeon — General Dr.
Cleghorn to Bombay to report on the epidemic. George Hamilton, Secretary of State,
pressurised the Government of India for stricter action. He asked for compulsory segregation
and evacuation and the closure of Indian ports to Haj pilgrims.

The steps taken by the government to curb the fangs of the disease were not always acceptable
to the colonised. There were instances of people raising an objection and a certain amount of
concealment of sickness was there. Corpse inspection, particularly of the woman, was
objectionable to common people. A fresh anti- plague resolution was issued by the Government
in February 1898. In March 1898, a fierce riot broke out in Bombay centering the issue of
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attempted removal of a Muslim female plague patient to hospital. The Bombay government was
forced to reconsider the policy of house visitation. Indian press was critical of the Government’s
handling of the plague. Hitavadi writes, “The plague regulations have made the people more
uneasy than the plague itself.” Severe riots broke out in Mysore, Poona, Bombay, Punjab and
Calcutta. Workers from textile mills protested against segregation. They assembled outside the
Arthur Road Hospital of Bombay and threatened to wreck the building. The chief Plague Officer
W.C. Rand and Lt. C.E. Ayerst were shot by Chapekar brothers in Poona in 1897. On the same
day, Captain Ross was assassinated in Peshwar. Rumours which were related to the anti-
plague measures of the Government were abuzz everywhere. In Calcutta, rumours began to
spread rapidly when Sir John Woodburn, the Lt. Governor of Bengal held a meeting with doctors
at the Eden Hospital to discuss the situation of plague in Calcutta. There was anxiety
everywhere regarding the British soldiers forcefully entering the houses and dragging their
wives and daughters in the pretext of plague examination. The rumours related to inoculation,
seizing and searching led the people into a frenzy of rage. On 8th January 1898 Prabhat, a
newspaper from Hyderabad, published a letter complaining of the manner in which medical
examination of female passengers was conducted in a train at Malir. Another bone of contention
was the vaccine. Dr. Waldemar Haffkine who invented the vaccine of cholera in 1892, was
invited to Bombay in 1896 to prepare a plague vaccine. After preparing the vaccine Haffkine
successfully inoculated himself first. Many distinguished citizens spoke in favour of inoculation.
Aga Khan was one among them. In Bombay Jamshedji Tata was inoculated and insisted that
all his servants be inoculated. He expressed the positive side of inoculation to his friends. In
Calcutta, Raja Benoy Krishna Deb of Shovabazar was inoculated along with his whole family,
including servants, with Haffkine’s serum by the Health Officer. Raja took the precaution of
making police arrangements. About two thousand people assembled near his house to watch
the process of inoculation. Dr Cook, the Health Officer, inoculated the Brahmo leader
Dwarakanath and Dr. Kadambini Ganguly along with sixty-one members of the Brahmo Samaj
at 13, Cornwallis Street, which included men, women and children. Maulavi Mahomed Yusuf
Khan Bahadur and Munshi Abdul Ali were inoculated before a large gathering of Muslim
community. Women of their families were also inoculated. Swasthya Patrika of 1899 wrote
about the necessity of the plague precaution and inoculation. However many were sceptical to
its efficacy. Like Bombay, mass exodus continued in Calcutta. Rumour spearheaded that there
were three kinds of serum --- one was meant for the sahebs, which was quite innocent, another
was meant for the babus that brought on a little fever and the third was a deadly poison meant
for the poor people. The last one, when injected into the system, would kill one in two or three
hours. Local newspapers reported about the rising panic at different parts of the country. In
Karachi, mass exodus continued during the process of inoculation in various centres of the
town. Stories like inoculation which was believed to be forced on the natives, resulting in death
in two hours caused great unrest in Darjeeling and many people were reported to have left the
town. The Deputy Commissioner tried to convince the masses of the absurdity of the rumours.
In Jessor Mr. Halifax, the District Magistrate, had to give assurance to the shopkeepers that
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there was no intention, on the part of the Government, to inoculate them against their will. In
Dacca people were doubtful about the holding of Provincial Congress Conference due to
plague. An Inoculation Circular issued in 1898 over the signature of the Hon. Mr. H.H. Risley,
Secretary to Government and President, Plague Committee stated, “This is to certify that no
one shall be inoculated unless he expressly desires it.” The colonial Plague policy seemed to
take control of the body of the colonised. The medical intervention was an opportunity to
intervene and control the life of the Indians. However, with the passage of time, popular
resistance grew up and the colonial government was forced to change its stringent measures
to some extent.

A feeling of anti - colonialism grew up through the protest movements against the anti -
plague measures enforced by the colonial government. The feeling of anti- colonial distrust was
evident in the plague riots. In the aftermath of Poona murders, the Anglo- Indian press criticised
the indigenous educated class. Suggestions were made for putting a stop to the associational
politics of the people of the country. The Indian National Congress protested against this kind
of suggestion. Mr. Shankaran Nair, President of the thirteenth session of the INC, criticised the
Anglo- Indian press for its inability to understand the feeling of the native people. The thirteenth
resolution of the INC opposed the move of the Government to increase the severity of the Law
of Sedition. Opposition against this law came also from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and
the Calcutta Bar Association. Tilak’s publications on the occasion of the assassinations of Rand
and Ayerst, were regarded as provocative. He was convicted of sedition and spent eight months
in prison. Tilak emerged as the national hero of India. Historian David Arnold writes, “The
significance of plague for the political epidemiology of colonial India was far greater than that of
malaria or influenza, even though in any given year the mortality that caused might have been
considerably greater.” A very important development happened in the field of medicine too. Side
by side with the western medicine indigenous medicine for plague gained popularity among
people. Ayurveda as a national science made its place in the imagination of modern India.
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