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From The Principal's Desk

It is with great pride that I present to you the latest edition of our college magazine
"SAARANIK", for the academic year 2022-23. This magazine serves as a vibrant tapestry woven

from the diverse talents, creativity and hard work of our students and faculty.

In these pages, you will find a rich collection of articles, essays, poems and artwork that
reflect not only the academic pursuits but also the unique perspectives and experiences of our
college community. This year's edition embodies our commitment to fostering creativity and

critical thinking, encouraging our students to express themselves and share their voices.

I extend all my gratitude to all contributors and members of the magazine committee, who

have made this publication possible..

Thank you all.

Dr. Shib Sankar Sana,

Principal, KBBNC.
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RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
“SRIJEETA BHATTTACHARY YA,
DEPT. OF ENGLISH*

“Racial discrimination or racism as we habitually call it, is a huge problem faced in the United
States. The African Americans or black Americans, in spite of constituting to one of the largest
ethnic groups, face racial discrimination in their day to day lives. Such is the story of George
Floyd. The event is real and has surely shook the world up.“On May 25, 2020, a 46 year old man
named George Floyd was mercilessly murdered in public by Derek Chauvin, a white police officer.
Floyd had been accused of forgery for buying cigarettes by producing a counterfeit $20 bill to a
store clerk. He was immediately arrested, handcuffed and Chauvin knelt on Floyd’s neck for quite
some time until Floyd breathed his last due to an immense breathing difficulty. While this homicide
was being committed in Minneapolis, brutally, blatantly in broad day light, no bystander or passer-
by could do anything to prevent George from the clutches of Chauvin.“There were three other
officers involved in the incident and they were all fired the next day along with Derek Chauvin.
Justice was partially served when Mike Freeman, the Hennepin County Attorney announced
third-degree murder and second-degree manslaughter charges against Derek Chauvin after vividly
examining the videos.“Like every action has an equal and opposite reaction, this too escalated.
The Blacks in America felt threatened. It opened the eyes of the common people regarding police
brutality and even more RACISM! Hardly had the global pandemic downshifted when out of
nowhere a heart-breaking footage of a black man took the world by storm. Protests, mob attacks,
strikes, matches were all over.“I believe the murder of George Floyd is an awakening, a revelation
and definitely an exposure as to what the government, the police as well as the common man are
capable of. If not anything, it has surely traumatized the Blacks reminding them of their tragic
past. If there is anything that has threatened mankind since time immemorial, it is social evil. It
has taken lives, countlessly without a pause. Hence, the world saw George dying and could do

nothing about it. George unquestionably died a painful death. A death he did not deserve.
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O Ol N[O 20 AP0 | ST FoeHM G IPTATCA FICR TN [ZHR e Sl G2 SHore IR
T R AfFere SpTifTe | @3 AHIER AT SO Y FF AR Srswmd @l (Fiene
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(TCF T 3% ©f Toes | e (iRIeR SRR So (G 0o A1) ZCeT 0iEw AR T0g Shif<e
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AT AT NN AT A A9 R 78 fF a2 samazs?
ST T, 23S [y

" | too call myself I" (WS VUGS N fen)- f[ey N NYTON (T ISFACG NGF identity 97
SO FRTO!  SPPE THRTT (N FEBA W6 O (AR SRR T uncategorized, AR
FfT FNA W FAA IR WD JPGH IH@FOT I O O INAGHRY g3 OO
HfOqRe FACIC ©OF IR TOH PR WHIN 2WIMGI JFAN post colonial ©AT BB
AT IR, IFTGN AR / VAR (4T, TFCH FANFNA IS - P ARSI JIN
g6 Rery [N | B SR T TGIR O} FRO™ WE Wiy IR e and o
OId MHFAIS (O (AHR IF BABN (NN : O I MO WOz O Glave F
gF (el TRF N BN 8 o 3B 9GS ATl |

JFCH literary icon WY1 BIRACNG (N3 (TONJ ©ONE GNFNN B - "Love
queen of Malabar "- , S[YJ[ ©Id The Times ©It& NTNIR® HLF " the mother of modern English Indian poetry
" BN, VAT W ©f7 ANAGRA B~ [ordd ST W FA| GU 3598 NA SFAN
f3B™ SHRred AR (G FFIFANN, A IZd A OWF (Pl FAR WQY 5
NG 8 SAfSofa™ Igd AN IF FA WEKE WO S (@2l PG I97  (ETNH
WCHE R ASAI Gl @ ANGe AFNed g [HE o WFeR FE a2
AfSere [RafEst W IEwN @ wewfE wEter o enfie T R, 3@ Nreey v
3 WOl G MAMAGT WA WH OF W RO @13 8 I o 8 [Ey fdwl 42
THAR SFF <R |, TR (0¥ INGFNE Wfosre 8 NNl WYE NREE
W ¢ I Was GIw 501 Nfde 26 FR7 w8 GeanT WHIY SE@nasieel 8 FENF
A5 @A F GF AP ZTA " Summer In Calcutta", "The Descendants" , "The Old Playhouse And
Other Poems" 3@JIN BT ST, “My Story” VNP WY WAHHTNYAS F6T, WY AT (R6 51F
8 Ol JPITE RG] WM A Doll for the Child Prostitute” , "Padmavati the Harlot " ROJIH , GANI
"Alphabet of Lust " WG RTAMGT & WETE S HF AfSEw, au=e Faow LT F%1 &A19
IO IR IAOT (FMIE O o Mg WA PN FUal W, BHRAT MEAN "The
Incomplete Woman SifFeT fTaefl soss Se ow <fwsfe IRJ JAH ©F 2HATY qOf NS
pUS Redy GF Mal 236 FROF (@4F I WS VAT Sgd = I 4R FfE, amy
TGe Of SR 4fSFe 2eqF *F N a2 FaE~ SIRT NG| SN 7 G |
SS9, TG, FGI 8 TATNT 7 Sfee IERE WS RN Ol Jizey 3 s,
=TI, %1, G, SN 2ONR Oy Sqe (g1 SFHREI TS JOIY Pan Asian Poetry
Award, (9 AIfZe) JIMGA FHE, Groly SRS JFTON SFHE, JINS Sob8 ST (NIEe
FNFHFNAT O WAIe 28R (N4 [ GRlmeR AP pore SN 8 S#[m,
F G NE ZNE, T 2005 ST O Y@ fw 18 ois f@ @ o ke
(¥ ORF6O AW, OUF SRS 8 Y 432 5N [ogar MaRe, o AfRerG[ig Gk
SBII69 SCoA|

OOy (FIANE I WS PRS0 GN, G2 AEIAAT A " Orientalist " SIINOF
Ptz FETOR TRRRES NER (T FEICA 2N OOl IH JI0  post colonial A GBI -
SANINE TEGTF IORAT (Sl FEAREAN, FAT WS Bl SHd @S| AN SRred
(NI 5 T TEAN TRCOT =i 8 e SsFHps [T e o Flker {37
110 T 5 | o O 5 - < 1 ) R 1 O 31 7 S 31 Y 53 W 2 B 3 ) A M
TARE WEE, IEE GRAGHT 8 Ugso IoNH| I NROIAEADE O PR
THRPMORET 1§ 8 Re¥ *rotey WFN I e dRrd, [erse 1z sfkog g
UTe | [FSF AN ANGe [ Oid SO JNEE IACY, O J A ANIIBE
(T O IAOR T (@FES AFO O NGR o7 IFI© GRA 8 SIMEAN (& aestheticize
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FE SN o FEEN BT poetics, WE @ ©ONF IEAE ANCGE YAAS (AF B (FLE
g WA SHAer ARSI

2 WG I3 I2 SINCEANGS A2 (F14F I BABRO A ©F FARA IF AT SToorq s, Yeiy
TN TS T O | TR AROTEET &T W1 fHTe1s WkF 7S 4GP A6© SRR (T R i IFG
SR TS WG AN FF & OIF IS5 BIFRAF TGP IV T AI2 FeTN 40O NI | e IR
8 NI =E PG NIAR, I OF TN (TN AT RIS A 1O IS GeTo] OfF (AL | SI=1y
SeIMATAT column & 2 HJTVI (1Y BT (ICS TV JNAF BIROTF (BT TR0 (I LB 0T
TS 2SI, FRIF TN O (74T T G LS AMFH | B my story AN AfSTFHAHA (AT
NFANT PG [FAE® VAT TIZA IF NS N | S WS WA O GFG LTSN B @
ISR SIRe FINF -9 YO RN | FIAT O fS fFTAN Wrorgd FI "poetess of motherhood", Al
(TG EGIPIGE] OE| G 8 W Merrily Wisboard(<, TR STRCST "last word of respectablity " -
GG (19 AT WA R SR FSN TRISTT (T tradition (ATNRER, O1F el GHAGIT Red
THF, TS 8 PTOISA| O W (T TATS X0 FAATS TS Qe (A~ ST, (5% fof (rafgra=
O W, JIFAN, NI, fwr, A1 e ts 5K TGN TR FERCA, G2 WG OHS (FIAT T9IHI6 Ao
A | O12 fOf s AT fRTeT= ©i (741 (I =18 8 718 : " all the pain unexpressed and the sad stories left
untold made me write recklessly and in protest" | o1 fofN g a1 RN O Swd B~ (F o
TSI SCAY ©f9 9o IR INCT ©id [F8N INIE BHOINA NAAEN PO 14T T | O W& AT A2
TSN S FAA JF I THIST 510G 8TF: OiF NGO FACS AYF LA, Od FNAO! O (F A7
FE, FAA OF W YOG AW ©iF JRCT MST NINSERY T (FE FAA (S Oid IFINA
FIE | GF 20N OIF Y FACO (T IF VNS SAZA OIF TN GHS N6 SIS | B AN FRIAZ
"Summer in Calcutta " ¥ ©TF & "love adventure "-ﬂm@,@ﬁ@ﬁmﬁ%ﬁw W@'@ﬂl

4 961 @A 7Y, fF8 9 TOAF [, ©18 12w, Srrraifd FROrT - 5NF BIET A5H ANGy| fAr=™
N AN, W[ BRI NNOSEOT 8 SB[ FNCEAT A TS DN WLOATG TN 21 S5 21| (53
TR (AT FHA A | fSN 1 "an introduction " HIROTT FIIBID WHIG Y Ataw AR
AR T JFI0 ¢ IQAI (V0T AW (O OI FIAF PR 4G 21| B Frg (= Vo=
BIT TFN 8 ITFNO,WATO WY, MO AT, FAF SNSA T2, TN SIS
WAL O JFGH Fi AN (FES 8 BT (ARG (TN G I 592 S5
T FRIOT, AN 8 GIINBRACR FIR OIF TS WOGIINT | (ol [T OIF (ATYf T\
8 fTofFe TRF ST WS TG TTGETOT object — “of desire - & VI FEZI IZ T, “Afio®
INNF SMYTFO NS TSR ST (BT WF ASTYTS ZSTT (T TR O FLIAON AAAGS |
R oSO FIOIE AR B O GIINIBI IHLP IATO NI " i hate sex .

58 G2 FOTYIOF QP FUTNIR LT AGTS ATCAN T 2 iconic cult figure. TSN (BT (AT FTIN " for
me , sex means something beautiful, something sacred" % B, I fof fErrattaen (YCPR WICATCITATRN
(L SR FROTE, RN SRR (AT A0, TMF WY B Fo0onfIOHd SIMag Ot (Niotg 1Y
A, 12 L1 (T (U ST5F OIS (O WA TH I [ T 2 ©12 [N o S rae~a Iy (¥,
5oz W (S, 2O TR 8 TN (TN STET A AT FEN WGH AR 8
FIGIET NN ©fF RN IO N FISIA TGN NG 27y i @dte 201 SN Seiiae
T FEAA 919 92 GBI I O Ol ATABNETHT| O TI W , O fNGF I St fSf &
51 2¢ IRF 41 O FINT AN OHIN O YGIF IZYJ (ATH2 THHY AT~ AR [0 IRT ITA JF
IIF SIS S J0AT ST TN (AT BN VT 92 FHA QA G A2 AN SN S0y T
8 WA AT (AT IF YFAE AT FAEI, (VAN (FNPCIT WFW | e HArg v2 Mg ey
AT AR 6 55 Faro fi@Fa Z AfSfEFamie st I Soter: [y B T,
A FAN (I7F AMNG SIATAT O GIIN NI ZNP T (OT 2T Sy o/=ar1 o M
A AR O (AT PR G2 T(FT I WFBE FACA, [RQAMZT G0 W8 FEa (e Ao
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FACS AT AN (FHRCIA FNCST 1 O ASTH NNY Sy Qe (e SN g FAr Feqeerw -
Islam is the religion of love... Hindus have abused and hurt me. They have often tried to scandalize me. |
want to love and be loved" . TN AT AN, IHANNS QO mﬁff MF footd 8 G T
(IS SIS 2 43 SBIRP RO AR G N1 YR/ T SN O W, APCATG ©iF
AfTET (74 RO " preacher " ROA | BRSO FNAT Felew: " | never believed | would become such a
symbol, like Joan of Arc...." |

FNE A TG FASDS (T4F 2T S SCH FA JFGH Qg STNG oo Wof{F | fSH
HNFOTSF VAT F1ef THIF MY FG FIK G & IDVGAS VA TQIF SRS BUHTT JH6 W2
] ATV FEN| TFT FRIAA , [OTF03 WA SR o RN WFS YBATTF | IR FANGHAHT O
ARG ONF WATS FERCA 2T A TefS WIZF A0 [AMGONT - IZofdF FIII ST
R o ST8q S (ITF T MTME TS(F NG, ©iF I[F PR NS g0 fOfN FAMF A0S
NI RIS I (S ©IF ALY (ATF A WS 0T | S FI SN S 42 A (@I (O
FERAAW, OF WHI W (F A7 Y Mo AR BB (ATF ITS AT AR BIBEAN JMNAMG WS 42
HNFIRT 1= ({68 IR T FARA 8 Bl NGEIAHISE W1 7S Agoend ATFS TR
O W% QA (R NI | 92 ATSIM FHFI B2 25 43 SIS RS G [Nz oiF /|
SN SN [T AT FEN FIMALS OIRd FIF AT IR [ 20T T W1 S T
B OIHALP (GINET® HNfFre FAI| fORN 27T f[IASH parable - G5 TN 1L FA; (FIEIAM
ST fSf 0w SR (XY AR FfY, O12 I NG FR YFTO2 I TN (7 (72 SJRBIMS
TS AT ; WRIK 48 T FIPAD 203 FAT (G2 Y, (G2H WG [Codh <T@ o= F41

38 92 Wfoseer TR WH 0~ MTS ANECAT N BRI G | T2 stardom B1F 82T (T 51 (@t
FAE ©f OIF MARE 8 MAHFONI [TES FI QeI 1SS G FE AT o0 2l O
N BHAT TP WA SAF ACST HLIMA S OIS (HAT A ZF07 N SR femer | Tg1 4
Hroryl Mraw o gGF2 AT JFGH THAN 8 FfF 200 AN A1, Y« fof Traed =0T SN WA
mﬁﬁ?{\%ﬂﬁ O | fof R =0T 0T BIEH, " all mosques should be destroyed. All mosques, temples,
churches.” | GAIX Y3IeTN FTINIIMT TR (A(F ZNFS eI, @Y ©IF JIE N, FAAF (N61 AT
fera PR wR s~ o 52 o Ty Crzray, [ ofq *NfFa{e sefuf~we 73 gore wFe="
PN J93 (WFT FHCEN, " if you go to guruvayur, you will not see krishna there. he is with me." FT"‘}
CAARIAT ST B NCGHLG G ST (AT FATH TS (WIS T Nreds JHI6 (RS M
BT arsenic T TTRCTT YN FAR ATIGN 20T |

TSI CNfEF SO AfSor SfAFEE 92 IS0 (@AM AT HTGN | FXA AT GBI
EEEl LY -, orthodoxy and rebellion coexist within her, as do other seeming contradictions ... clearly, the
"love queen "veneer is simply a shiny initial layer of her many selves. What is not clear, and what | cannot yet
imagine, is how complex, mercurial, many masked, and multilayered Kamala really is." %ﬁﬂﬁf@mﬂ -ﬂai@fﬁ?l
8 RIS WF: 7H (WP OIP W(AP2 (SERA ARGeAw), W PR (ATF WCAPR N PERRA
WGA | BT g2 N 7 Howl R ; SN of7 IR[AMESISE T=TF JES: ... we have to
contradict ourselves sometimes". 42 FIALNR THCOT W(NS R SACAGS W BAN (T ©i (¥ (T
G 5T0T A TG 8 FHA WA FFH -(F 4P S YT JF 27PN O FIAIF R (*1¥©
RO 2O AN Qe 491 (TN " private is political " G2 Yomr*q AfSR, CoNf~ W< A AfS
fNoT9l, B4 Towld A 2T 8 AH(HT i &AfS ol Tl (SN WNFHE | O FTA T N FNeAl
MO GFIBTFD B TSN merrily wisboard(@ (7741 4F6 Bfdte =18 Fa TS FARA: OIF Qo B
TGS G FIATEA IF STl 8 TR F1S Sered S| NN (@4 ArEeEnd (RN WS
Mg [RS8 FH IIFHNAE FAS IJFAE GO JONR ©iF [Rfod SfSTe | W 79 Yes=e
P Y Fof ITeTm: “ All the grief inflicted upon me by my husband paid dividends. All the struggles
proved useful later. Poetry came oozing out like blood out of injuries”. ST e o AFT @
CSEETE, (NCACHE WA, TG, WASF, GuxfF @A 'l o 83y, Mo gy [Res
FASS RN TN R JFR T SN TROT AT, W, o™ TFS = Fred, Taem
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TGP AT I Ol WS ATFIA SIS " gaze" 91 E@ (YCH 551 FCO8 O ANS: "| speak
for the cause of female emancipation, attack the hypocrisy of conventional morality, but seek fulfilment
within the nest of traditional values”.

2 RGNS FYTA2 FNAT AT AIF AN AIEAS W, ARSF 8 G (O fRew qror A TS|
T3 Blake -7 T2 RANMOYA HOWOIGSTF STANR YA CNFIIE FI TS (gre (Grafzea=
(12 "higher Innocence "-& | (FBTAT ATYOILHI AT = B [ &Y (N7 ©F (Fo~T Giivw ol AT
Wwl®| TN (FTL4F Marguerite Duras -4 Wror2 fOfN8 ITEAN,"Write without/ A pause, don’t search for
pretty words which/ dilute the truth, but write in haste, of/ Everything perceived, and known, and loved...”. Y189 8
I TR A NIQIRTAT THBPNA 51T TN GG FIE (0T feminine (LY (¥l (“writing through
the body”), ©IF I2 WIT512 FNAT HITHA poetics - 4 ATGGe O BT | BT *1¥% 5I, Tl 339204 & [IF
TN IR TUCAHAR AT STHR, (G 4 SI YL SN BreT Syt : fofN 5 HEHNF Ezekiel
- (3 B2 JCeI: "My gait is different ... When | write a poem, | am speaking, moving, my mind is dancing... With
this language, which may seem distorted to you, | will bring out my emotion... If you don’t like it, don’t come as a
buyer of my sweets”. 2 STATIZIN AP AGHFAN GO HYI TP T V@A (NP A&
(RIS G (F18 TN (T B PG TR FFH (AR [ IR IR I8 8
"available", J7 G O @IF (HICAT ALY SATHGH (R3] ST FOIN AT FAN HAAE WRFH ©1F
PR STB I oA THTHT WG CNE @ BT :now that God has made me his dwelling place. And |
dwell in him too, so we don’t know who houses whom”. =AY 8 ff’"ﬂﬁﬁs CoTNT a2 CIAqFHTAT TR OIS
LN *TSTR ! T8 FI I S QeI FAT TN TG ST S SN GO FUIA: “If | have to
love a God and accept him as my owner, | have to see that he is set free first... | create my own God, it’s only God
and me”.

FRTOATS ICAMFT HLFE Oy ST 8 SEST g (= WHABRS 8 *fS*al fFedmt a5
TARF FBF (BT (MATS AI| =TT OIF JIETNAS FAF VNP TN (BT FLACR, WA (TN
FANTHS o1 (STL VBT FIAMRLETN, " Kamala’s serious writing has been high jacked and diminished by a
press that sensationalized her life rather than celebrating her literary stature” . 9{q PG WT%?T% NRen
3T O AN g VI FIS WF [ T4 AR GTS S Hfaw ©ig Fs oid 2nfaonf e
ST REFEIT FEA ©F S FUIS [FTES 2@ 2Y, BGTe ZTH (¥, JUNIP A1 AT ZAFS (S
ROAMRE | Hungry generation -9 18I HRAT (TSNP WRHF FLARA NN A0, *If & GIEIHNGY 8 ©iF
SRS B3A18 4 RTg A TR S RIS FCaw, SInd SZe) GO STUSNEE B SN
O ATFIIFAR (BT FAETS TS0 VAR ((TAFRA NCO @ WSS WA FIPIF 2w
T (1T 2T TI*0 (TYF FN AP AHIPE PACO NI 2% OO MRo), O AR G
(TS N SEHFTA TG 81 2008 S A ©FF YT Z(AS OIS (FAA (o N o TG oig
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Mother’s Daughter

Debleena Ghosh, Dept of Physiology

I am my mother’s eldest daughter,
Bearer of her self-criticism, the weight I carry.
A mirror to her feigning smiles, a reflection so profound,
Yet flesh to her fangs, in silence I'm bound.
She tears me apart, comparing me to her past,
Her failed love life, a shadow that lasts.
It tears into my skin, burning my bones so deep,
Leaving behind ashes, a painful secret I keep.

“I will never become her,” I often declare,
Yet slowly, unknowingly, her traits I wear.

I wonder why she demands love, her reason to survive,
Yet in return, venomous words, she must derive.
My father, he claims he never truly desired,

She’s nothing but an obligation, a love expired.

My brother sees her as a thorn in his ambitions,

I say, “I am not you,” with fierce determinations.
I’ll never love a man, a lost cause in her eyes,

Yet I love and resent her, a paradox that lies.

For bringing me into this dysfunctional family,

I’'m a product of you, a complex reality.

I yearn for her freedom from these familial ties,
But the thought of letting her go, my heart denies.
She’s my mother, a part of me, intertwined so tight,
Losing her would mean losing my anchor, my guiding light.

Y



Sati, Widow and Public Woman in ancient India

Sutapa Mukhopadhyay
Dept. of History

It was a long voyage to reach the harbour of 1829 when sati custom was officially banned
in India. It was a practice which had its history since ancient time. If we look back to the path
of history we can get a glimpse of it, though not the whole spectrum. There must have some
primitive belief that the life after death was a continuation at another world where the dead
male person had to be provided with all material needs along with wife, servants, food etc. It
was practiced in many parts of the ancient world. It was a woman who had to face the most
of the challenges provided by the society and she was the one who was named either as sati,
widow or a public woman.

Sati- this is an old concept in India which binds the women in a single frame of loyalty to
the husband. It was the irony that women were supposed to show their loyalty even to the dead
husband by attending certain norms decided by the society amongst which sati was the highest
form of fidelity. The institution of Sati was a complicated phenomenon. Multifarious forces and
factors contributed to the development of this practice in India. Since the later vedic period
there was progressive decline of the position of women. Dissatisfaction over the birth of female
child led to the negligence of their education which basically was an indication of denial of their
individual existence. Fidelity and Chastity on the part of women were emphasised greatly. In
Vishnu Smriti we come across the two alternatives for women — either a life of strict celibacy
or self-immolation. Till 300 AD widow’s right of property was not recognised by the legal writers.
Vishnu Smriti first talked about this. However in general, vested interests were determined to
get rid of a widow to keep the property in their own hand. So economic conditions of the society
contributed to the development of the institution of sati. With the development of the concept
of private property war became common in the society. It was woman who had to bear the
brunt of the crisis heavily as she was thought to be vulnerable. The captive wives of the fallen
warriors had to serve and attend the winner and were treated as concubines. Sometimes self
— immolation of the wives was preferred by the family than humiliation. Sati was practiced by
the Rajputs and it was projected as an honourable alternative to being captivated by the enemies.
In a custom that arose out of socio- economic circumstances and political tension, there needed
a mask of religious sanction and morality. Practice of Sati was eventually glorified by some
writers like kalidasa, Vatsayana, smriti composers. It was marked as the way of attainment to
heaven, re-union with the dead husband, liberation from all earthly sins of the couple and their
families. It galvanised the widow to prefer self- immolation to socio- economic humiliation. If
we look at the position of the widows in ancient society the picture will be clearer about the
development of the institution of Sati.

The Sanskrit word vidhaba connotes a woman whose husband is not alive and who has not
married again. It is a very old word which can be traced beyond the vedic language to Indo-
European origin and word exits with little modifications in most of the languages of Indo-
European groups. The word Abidhaba or not widowed was commonly used in the vedic
literature. The vedic Aryans as a pastoral folk gave some importance to women. Men were mostly
engaged in military pursuits and they had to depend on the help and cooperation of women
in other spheres of life. They were considered as the useful member of the society whose help
was needed for material prosperity. They took part in different aspects of economy. The cheap
or forced labour was not available to the early Aryans. Hence the male folk could not ignore
the women with contempt. The exigencies of the political situation in the vedic period were
responsible for the absence of the Sati system and sanctioning of the Nyiogo system and widow
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remarriage. The need of the clan to produce mighty sons to face the wars gave the women
a relatively better status. It was the necessity of the hour to have sons to dominate the other
clan and the non- Aryans. The idea of propagation and multiplication of race was so strong
in the early phase that the widows were allowed to raise children through the system of Niyogo
or levirate. The wife of a dead or impotent man was allowed to have conjugal relations with
her brother- in- law or some near relation to produce son for the sake of the family. However
with the society getting complex and the increase of private property, availability of cheap labour
and changing economic and political scenario the status of women started deteriorating. Women
were deprived of education. The system of Niyogo and widow remarriage was condemned by
the law maker of the new days. The sons born out of Niyogo system were called khetraja who
were given an inferior status. Gradually the system went out of vogue. The widow lost her
social status. The individual existences of women were denied. The widow was instructed to
maintain a life of strict celibacy. Manu emphasised the idea which was repeated by Brihaspati.
In Vishnu Smriti a widow was recommended only two paths which were either self- immolation
or strict celibacy. Several restrictions were put on the way of living of the widows. They were
deprived of earthly enjoyment. Food and pattern of living were changed with the loss of husband.
Her health, beauty and desire were at stake. She was marked as inauspicious by the society.
The term abidhoba clearly marked a widow’s position in the society. A secluded life for her
made her position in the society as insignificant. Only after 200 AD the question of widow’s
right of inheritance of property saw some light. Gautama proposed to treat widow as the co
heir with other sapinda relations. Vishnu asserted that she should be the social heir in absence
of son. Yangnavalka also championed the right of property of the widow. But society was in
a dilemma for a long time. The law makers like Narada and Katyayana strongly opposed the
widow’s property right. In spite of strong advocacy for the betterment of the status of the widows
it took several centuries to earn their inheritance right in India which was accepted by the society.

No discussion of the position of women in ancient India would be complete without reference
to the women who had to face the exploitation of the patriarchy in a different way. Reference
of public women can be noted as early as the time of Rik veda. The terms like Hasra, Agru
and Sadharani in the Rik veda were used to denote a public woman. In the Atharva veda we
come across the term Pumscholi. The Samhita literature made mention of the word Samanya
and Taittira Brahmana coined two new words Atiskadvari and Apaskadvari which means one
who transgresses rules. Another term was vrajayitri who entertains and gives enjoyment. The
Pali literature called them Muhuttika who is a momentary partner. The Jataka literature coined
the terms like Rupadasi, Nagarasobhini and Janapadakalyani. Along with those words came the
terms like Kulota, Sairini, Barangana, Barabanita, Swadhinjouvana etc. In the Kamasutra of
Vatsayana we come across the terms Ganika and Rupajivi. Actually there were gradations among
the public women made by the society. There were ordinary herlots or veshyas and the
accomplished courtesans or Ganikas. The ordinary herlots did not possess artistic talents like
Ganikas. They had to entertain any guest who would pay the fees. Another class of public women
was the temple dancer. We get the reference in the Jogimara inscription of 3™ century BC where
the name of a temple dancer or devadasi is mentioned. Kalidasa refers to the girls employed
in the Mahakal temple of Ujjaini. Huen Tsang noticed that in a Sun temple in Sindh there was
a constant succession of females performing music and dance. The introduction of dancing girls
in the temple tended to lower their moral and spiritual atmosphere. They sometimes became
the real attraction for the people to visit temples. They were sometimes used by the priest, king
or the nobility. The process was legally prohibited in 1929. There were certain causes for the
development of the institution of public women. Since the vedic period there prevailed the
custom of giving women as gifts. Many of such hapless women turned into public women.
Poverty, hunger, natural calamities made the position of women vulnerable. Their displacement
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and rehabilitation as prostitute was a common practice. Sometimes the strict rule of celibacy
led them to break the norms of the society. Vatsayana informed that many widows used to stay
with the wealthy people as their mistress when they failed to follow celibacy. Any transgression
from strict morality enjoined for wives and their social ostracism also forced them to take the
profession of public woman. One of the major causes that led to the degradation of women
in the society was the war factor. War captive women were reduced to prostitution. War made
the position of women vulnerable which drove them to accept the Sati system or the life of
a prostitute. Society maintained an ambivalent attitude towards public women. On the one hand
state encouraged this institution and for revenue and gathering various informations and on the
other hand they were treated with contempt and despise. Visit to a prostitute was considered
as sin. Still the society accepted their existence.

In ancient India like other patriarchal societies the birth of a girl child was not a welcoming
event in the family in most of the time. The Atharva veda was a prime example where charms
and rituals were mentioned to ensure the birth of a son. In the literature of the later period
the birth of a son was desired. Gradually women became the victim of social abuses. Denial
of education was a major factor for their degradation in the society. The demeaning custom
like Sati was glorified as their way to salvation. With the introduction of strict celibacy-based
widowhood women became the object of another type of exploitation in the society. The
evolution of state in Ancient India further degraded their status. The state encouraged the
existence of the institution of public women who were at the same time looked down upon
by the society. Women’s status as Sati, Widow and Public Woman was interrelated. Abolition
of the Sati custom in 1829 prevented legally the burning of the widows, but they were exploited
by the society. With the effort of the protagonist of widow remarriage the act was passed on
1856 which nodded for the remarriage of a widow. The legislations definitely improved the status
of the women in the society. In spite of that, new ways of exploitation and degradation of the
women show that society has a long way to go to improve the status of the women.
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GO GREEN: A CASE STUDY OF SELECTED INDIAN COMPANIES
DR. SWEETY SADHUKHAN

Department of Commerce

Introduction:

Green Marketing has emerged as an important concept in India as in other parts of the developing
and developed countries. There has been a change in consumer attitudes towards a green lifestyle.
Green marketing can be defined as, “All activities designed to generate and facilitate any
exchange intended to satisfy human needs or wants such that satisfying of these needs
and wants occur with minimal detrimental input on the national environment.” The
companies are actively trying to increase their impact on the environment. Organizations and
business however have seen this change in consumer attitudes and are trying to gain an edge
in the competitive market by exploiting the potential in the green market industry. This paper
focuses on the importance of green marketing and also describes the various initiatives introduced
by selected companies for promoting green marketing-revolution.

Green Products and their Characteristics:

The products those are manufactured through green technology and that caused no environmental
hazards are called green products. Promotion of green technology and green products is
necessary for conservation of natural resources and sustainable development. We can define green
products by following measures:

* Products those are originally grown with natural ingredients,

* Products those are recyclable, reusable and biodegradable,

* Products containing recycled contents, nontoxic chemical,

* Products contents under approved chemical,

*  Products that do not harm or pollute the environment,

e Products that will not be tested on animals,

* Products that have eco-friendly packaging i.e. reusable, refillable containers etc.

Companies Involved in Green Marketing:

ITC Limited

ITC strengthened their commitment to green technologies by introducing ‘ozone-treated
elemental chlorine free’ bleaching technology for the first time in India. The result is an entire
new range of top green products and solutions: the environmentally friendly multi-purpose paper
that is less polluting than its traditional counterpart.

Tamil Nadu Newsprint and Papers Limited (TNPL)

Adjudged the best performer in the 2009-2010 Green Business Survey, TNPL was awarded
the Green Business Leadership Award in the Pulp and Paper Sector.

Tata Metaliks Limited (TML)

Every day is Environment Day at TML, one of the top green firms in India. A practical example
that made everyone sit up and take notice is the company’s policy to discourage working on
Saturdays at the corporate office. Lights are also switched off during the day with the entire
office depending on sunlight.
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State Bank of India

SBI entered into green service known as "Green Channel Counte". SBI is providing many services like
paper less banking, no deposit slip, no withdrawal form, no checks, no money transactions form.

HCL Technologies

HCL is committed to phasing out the hazardous vinyl plastic and Brominated Flame Retardants
from its products and has called for a Restriction on Hazardous Substances (RoHS) legislation
in India.

Qil and Natural Gas Company (ONGC)

India’s largest oil producer, ONGC, is all set to lead the list of top 10 green Indian companies
with energy-efficient, green crematoriums that will soon replace the traditional wooden pyre
across the country.

Hero Honda Motors

Hero Honda is one of the largest two-wheeler manufacturers in India and an equally responsible
top green firm in India.

Wipro Infotech

India’s first company to launch environment friendly computer peripherals. For the Indian market,
Wipro has launched a new range of desktops and laptops called Wipro Greenware.

McDonald’s Green Revolution

McDonald’s replaced its clam shell packaging with waxed paper because of increased consumer
concern relating to polystyrene production and Ozone depletion. McDonald’s restaurant’s
napkins, bags are made of recycled paper.

Coca-Cola’s Environmental Initiative

The Coca Cola Company is one of the largest worldwide beverage retailers, manufacturers, and
marketers of various non-alcoholic beverages. They maintain a large focus on the environmental
impact of their products and use different methodologies and initiatives in order to reduce waste
and sustain the environment.

Tata group of companies

Tata Motors Itd. has developed their showroom by using green items and elements in its design.
It shows eco-friendly atmosphere that attracts people towards itself. They are also going to
launch a low-cost water purifier which is made of pure and natural ingredients.

Digital tickets by Indian Railways

IRCTC has allowed its customers to carry PNR no. of their E-Tickets on their laptop and mobiles.
Customers do not need to carry the printed version of their ticket anymore.

Lead Free Paints from Kansai Nerolac

Kansai Nerolac has worked on removing hazardous heavy metals from their paints. The
hazardous heavy metals like lead, mercury, chromium, arsenic and antimony can have adverse
effects on humans. Lead in paints especially poses danger to human health where it can cause
damage to Central Nervous System, kidney and reproductive system.
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Mahindra & Mahindra (M&M)

It is a prominent automobile manufacturer in India, has undertaken several green marketing
initiatives to promote sustainable transportation and reduce environmental impact.

Conclusion:

Green marketing is a relatively quiet recent phenomenon and it is growing awareness amongst
consumers and businesses about minimizing the adverse impact on the environment.
Environmental issues are given more importance these days. This paper helps us to know the
various practices made by companies for promoting green environment and also aimed at
transforming the consumer minds and their perceptions towards environment.
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A Dream in Three Parts
Anindita Mitra, Dept. of English

Yesternight I dreamt.

It was an all-night affair

And unlike most other dreams,

I remembered every bit of it clearly
When I woke up today

Exhausted.

Needless to say they were nightmares
All three of them.

Those who know me, would know
I never dream happy

Even when I am.

I slept at around midnight

To find myself in a big hall

Full of men and women

All dressed for some occasion.
But I was ready to leave, when
A hand tapped on my shoulder
And a voice said,

“Be careful while you step outside.
It’s all mud and water there.”

It was a woman’s voice, I think...
She and I started to search for ways
To go out of the hall

But everywhere we went

At every doorway

The puddles were knee-deep
And we started to drown.

But we never cried for help

At least, I didn’t.

Drowning I woke up
Sweaty...and gulped down water
To put myself to sleep again.

I am walking in an empty street.
The woman’s voice is there.

We are returning from somewhere
May be from that party.

But in front of us is something.
There are two men following

A woman! I nudge the voice,
“Something bad is going to happen.”
And instantly there’s a scuffle.

I hit my head on the pavement
And I wake up, yet again.
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It’s 3a.m. now and I’'m afraid

To close my eyes.

A crow is cawing

Sitting right outside my window.

I close it and go back

To bed, to bed, to bed.

No, there’s no knocking at the gate.

I am at home.

I’ve hit my head.

I’m coughing up blood.
My parents see that
But are not concerned!

My father asks me to open my mouth.

It’s all blood!

I wake up.

It’s 5:10a.m..

It’s clear outside.

I sit right up on bed.

Let’s not sleep anymore tonight

For sleep comes to the blessed, right?
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IMPACT OF ICT IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Dr. Deepa Roy
Department of Education

Today, Information and Communication Technology is a very crucial aspect of human life. It
plays a silent and vital role in changing the socio-economic scenario. Education also reforms due
to the impact of ICT. Information and communication technology gradually changed in working
conditions, exchange of information, teaching methods, and learning style, and also help in
scientific research. ICT believes that it can be empowered the teachers and students significantly
enrich their learning achievement. However, there seems to be a contradiction between the methods
used to measure impact and the learning to be promoted. For example, standardized testing
measures the results of traditional teaching practices more than new information and skills related
to the use of information and communication technology. ICT in teaching enables a more learner
centred learning environment. Therefore, the world is rapidly changing towards the digital media
and information, the role of ICT in education is growing, and this importance will continue
to grow and develop in the 21st century. Every nation is obliged to educate people. This is their
fundamental right. But this is not just the right to access education, but the right to receive quality
education through quality teaching. Historically, education has been known as a socially oriented
activity and a process of social empowerment. However, in the era of globalization, it has become
a socio-commercial activity that has clearly begun to strengthen society by applying a combination
of traditional and modern approaches. ITC in education simply means teaching and
learning applying ITC.

Information and communication technology (ICT) is often associated with more complex and
expensive computer technologies. However, information and communication
technology also include more conventional technologies such as radio, television and telephone
technology. Although definitions of ICT vary, it may be useful to adopt the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) definition: ICTs are essentially information processing tools -

a variety of goods, applications and services used to store, process, share and exchange
information. These include the ”old” information and communication technologies of radio,
television and telephone, and the "new” information and communication technologies of
computers, satellite and wireless technology, and the Internet. These various tools can now
work together to form our "networked world” - a vast infrastructure of interconnected telephone
services, standardized computing devices, the Internet, radio, and television that spans the globe.
Since, ICT is not only the latest computer and Internet technology, it also simple audio-visual aids
such as transparencies and slides, tape recorders and radios; videocassettes and televisions; and the
movie. These older and better-known technologies are collectively referred to as “analogy media”,
while newer computer and internet-based technologies are referred to as “digital media”.

ICT makes change the dynamic world. It should be influenced the academic aspects.

Because due to the impact of ICT helps teachers and students both of beneficial to their
individual needs. ICT significantly facilitates the acquisition and assimilation of knowledge,
providing developing countries with unprecedented opportunities to improve education systems.
ICT integrates the various instruments in the academic fields. The purpose of this study is to
discuss the benefits of using information and communication technology in education, to
improve student learning and experience in some countries, to encourage decision makers, school
administrations and teachers to Give the necessary attention to integrate this technology
into their educational systems. In doing so, it highlights the advantages of ICT in education,
the existing promises, and the limits and challenges of integrating educational systems.
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Needs and Importance of ICT

Teachers were aware of the quality of their teaching. To improve quality, some teachers use
teaching aids such as diagrams, models - static and working, samples, slides, etc., because teachers
are trained in both the design and use of audio-visual aids. It is a known fact that most schools
do not have adequate teaching aids related to school content. So, teachers do not have the
possibility to use A-V aids during teaching. The use of A-V aids is further limited because
unmotivated people become teachers. We understand the need to improve the quality
of teaching with the help of television, where the most qualified teacher teaches the subject using
the most appropriate teaching aids. This helped to improve the quality of teaching in schools where
there are no teachers teaching the subject or less qualified teachers in schools with poor or non-
existent teaching aids. in various languages. Even video learning materials were produced and
made available to teachers; but most schools did not use them. Some of the reasons were lack of
TV and VCR, lack of electricity, TV and VCR not working, which is not included in the
schedule, lack of initiative by the teacher and director, etc. In addition to A-V aids, print
media should improve the quality of teaching and learning. Currently, the printed study
materials used in various programs of open universities are in modular form. All the above
efforts have failed to improve the quality of education to the satisfaction of teachers, students,
parents and other stakeholders. Looking for the most effective tools that teachers can use for
quality teaching.

In the era of global competition, technology is the backbone of everything. Researchers,
academics and industry professionals have demonstrated that ITC provides

opportunities for learning and success for all participants in education. Educational planners
around the world have agreed that increased exposure of students to information and
communication technology in education through curriculum integration has had a significant and
highly productive impact on their achievement. Its exposure has significantly improved their
knowledge, understanding, practical skills, presentation skills and innovation skills.

It strengthened and improved the skills, adaptability, knowledge and endurance of students and
teachers. Compared to other industries, the impact of information communication technology
(ICT) on education is underwhelming. This is due to many direct and indirect factors. The most
obvious factors are inadequate technology introduction and progressive training, lack of
proper teacher training, lack of motivation, time constraints, trained workforce in the field of
education and lack of infrastructure in rural areas. However, due to increasing competition and
market demand in the education sector, it shows progress and educational institutions
gradually adopt ITC in the classroom, a learning environment to develop the efficiency and
flexibility of information delivery and provide support for personalized training. programs
that meet the needs. the need of individual students.

Blended Learning

The blended learning paradigm combines pedagogy, technology and students. With the help
of E Technologies Solutions, teaching takes place face-to-face in the classroom. This concept
combines pedagogy and educational technology to create synergy in learning. The teacher invests
time and creates learning resources to monitor students and complete all quarters. Teachers create
a dynamic learning atmosphere by providing e-learning material that arouses students’ interest in
learning. This strategy gives students flexibility in the time, place, path and pace of
learning. Students decide what time, place and way they should study

Active Learning

The increased use of ICT in teaching has helped students in many ways. These students learn
according to their preferences, needs and expectations. Use of ICT to control and use tools for
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calculation. It enables relevant analysis and acts as an active learning platform where
you can request and create new information for your own use. This allows them to learn in a way
that is more relevant to their daily lives. With expanded learning responsibilities, ICT
has transformed traditional rote pedagogy into better learning. It created a just-in-time learning
system where active learners choose what they want to learn and when they need to learn it.

Collaborative Learning

Learners, teachers and experts have created a strong bond as a result of using ICT in teaching.
It encourages their mutual interaction irrespective of caste, creed, creed or place. Educational ICT
has created, offers and will continue to create opportunities for all participants in training,
helping learners to form teams and improve communication skills and collective awareness. This
type of cooperative learning is not limited to a specific age group; instead, learners can continue
to learn throughout their lives. They can work with peers, experts and mentors from different
fields in different parts of the world.

Integrated Learning

Educational ICTs have improved learning and raised the level of teaching. It advocated
a thematic integration approach to teaching and learning rather than rote learning. ICT-
integrated learning modules in education are basically thematically focused classes and
are mostly delivered via the Internet. The course content is comprehensive and comprehensive in
terms of the subjects. The content is also integrated into the language and helps students learn
both the content and additional languages. This led to deep discussions and forced teachers
to coordinate, transform and constantly update their pedagogical models with the subject. This
module also removes the artificial distinction between different academic disciplines, theory and
practice.

Innovative Learning

ICT in education has provided a common platform for all academic actors. It helped the
teacher to develop with his students as a fellow learner, an innovative learner & a creative learner
by exploring the subject content in depth. Teachers can connect with a global academic network
to develop creative and innovative pedagogical approaches and content. With the use
of educational ICT, the teacher can share his creative and innovative opinions with the
teaching community and students. I[CT-enabled learning promotes innovation among educators.
It can collect available information and reframe it and present it in creative and innovative ways.

Smart Learning

Mobile phones are mini computers and facilitate all academic participants in many ways. It
emerged as the most competitive learning. The educator must develop new and expanded
learning models that effectively combine pedagogical strategies. The newly created content design
of mobile learning must take into account the required main results, futuristic pedagogy and
educational ethics, and cost-effectiveness. In mobile learning, the important factors of pedagogy
are integration, support, interactive use and appropriate selection of tools.

ITC enable Teaching

The study was made possible thanks to the use of information and communication technology
(ICT) in the classroom. Teachers can use the information gathered about student

learning to make academic and non-academic recommendations. ICT helps teachers create

personal connections with students and give them personal feedback on their performance.

Teachers can help students by providing additional learning materials and guiding them
to use academic opportunities for overall growth and development using educational ICT
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Teachers can use information technology to assess a student’s level of knowledge, motivation,
and academic interest, and then guide them accordingly. The use of CT acts as a catalyst for
intentional planning that leads to improved student learning outcomes. The trainer can use the
latest ICT technology to assess the efficiency and overall performance of the students.
students. Teacher knows how to assess which technology application is important and show the
relationship to improving student learning. With the help of ICT based collected information,
educators can change, plan and modify their teaching content, attitude and approach to realize
progress, develop efficiency and consistency of teaching practice. ICT tools can also
provide a personalized and connected experience for all students. The trainer

can develop a strategic pedagogy with the help of educational ICT. With well- defined learning
goals in mind, the trainer can collaborate with online solutions and facilitate students in person. With
the help of ICT, the educator can assess the student in preliminary studies and support the
student individually according to strengths & weaknesses. ICT has enabled educators to be an
even more responsive and accessible tool in the student support system.

ITC in Teacher Training

¢+ Teachers are no longer disseminators of information, but proactive teacher

+¢ Redefining the role of the teacher in the new information age.

«» Teacher quality as a predictor of learning, thus emphasizing the importance of
teacher education - which in this respect is the role of ICT as a tool to facilitate the
teacher education.

« Bringing teachers to ICT rather than bringing ICT to teachers - important in
developing countries.

CONCLUSION

Since, the study finds out the use of the Internet and other ICT for lesson preparation, the
majority of the interviewed teachers admitted that they never or rarely use it, while only
a few used the Internet occasionally or regularly to gather information. Teachers in
particular felt that they did not have enough access and training and therefore could not
use the Internet and other opportunities. However, more teachers were satisfied with the
use of computers as individuals than as teachers. A positive observation is that all those
teachers who are not very familiar with computers and other technologies expressed
interest in the same training. They felt that if they were educated, they could take advantage
of the resources available at school. The support of school administrators and, in some
cases, of the community is crucial for the effective use of ICT. The teachers must have
sufficient opportunities to use functional computers (or other technologies) & adequate
technical support. Changing pedagogy, redesigning curricula and assessment tools,
and increasing the autonomy of local schools promote the optimal use of information and
communication technology in education. There are very few examples of ICT integration in
the classroom, although some schools use audio-visual aids and integrate the teaching of
some lessons. In most cases, even if ICT is used in lessons, it is still mostly a source of
information & not a core part of the learning process.
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Traditional Tribal Knowledge :
A Treasure Trove of Science in West Bengal, India

Dr. Mousumi Roy
Department of Zoology

Traditional tribal knowledge, often referred to as Indigenous Knowledge (IK) or Traditional
Ecological Knowledge (TEK), encompasses a vast body of understanding about the natural world
accumulated over generations through direct observation, experimentation, and cultural
transmission. This knowledge system, though often differing from scientific methods, offers valuable
insights and practices relevant to various scientific fields, including ethnobotany which is the
study of the relationship between plants and people. Tribal communities have a deep understanding
of the medicinal properties of various plants, their uses in food preparation, and their cultural
significance. This knowledge has led to the development of numerous traditional medicines and
continues to inspire scientific research in the field of pharmacognosy. In ethnozoology where the
study of the relationship between animals and people goes on. Tribal communities have extensive
knowledge of animal behaviour, migration patterns, and their role within the ecosystem. This
knowledge is crucial for sustainable resource management and conservation efforts.

Many tribal cultures have developed sophisticated astronomical knowledge systems for
navigation, timekeeping, and predicting seasonal changes.
Their observations of celestial bodies and interpretations |
of celestial phenomena often hold cultural and spiritual
significance. Tribal communities have developed methods
for weather forecasting based on observations of natural | #
signs, such as animal behaviour, cloud formations, and |
changes in plant life. These traditional practices can |
contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of "
weather patterns. Tribal communities have also developed
various agricultural techniques adapted to their specific -
environments. These practices often emphasize sustainable resource management crop diversity,
and integration with the natural ecosystem. India boasts a rich heritage of diverse tribal communities,
each possessing unique and valuable knowledge systems developed through generations of living
in close harmony with nature. While often overlooked in the modern world, their traditional
knowledge demonstrates a deep understanding of various scientific principles, particularly in the
areas of:

1. Ethnomedicine:

> Tribal communities utilize a vast array of plants and natural resources for medicinal purposes.
Their knowledge base consists of over 8,000 plant species and 25,000 formulations used
to treat various ailments.

> This knowledge is often passed down orally through generations, making it crucial to
document and preserve it to unlock potential benefits for modern medicine.

2. Sustainable Agriculture:

> Tribal communities practice sustainable agricultural practices based on their understanding
of soil fertility, crop rotation, and pest control.

» They employ techniques like burning crop residues (as natural fertilizer), planting diverse
tree species, and applying farmyard manure to maintain soil health.

> These practices offer valuable insights for contemporary agricultural practices, promoting
sustainability and environmental conservation.
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3. Weather Prediction:

» Many tribes have developed intricate methods for predicting weather patterns based on
observations of natural phenomena like animal behaviour, cloud formations, and wind
patterns.

» This knowledge helps them prepare for potential natural disasters and make informed
decisions about agricultural activities.

4. Conservation Practices:

» Living in close proximity to nature fosters a deep respect for the environment among
tribal communities. They have developed various conservation practices like leaving
portions of land fallow for natural regeneration and respecting specific hunting seasons.

> These practices promote biodiversity and ensure long-term sustainability for both the
communities and the environment.

West Bengal, a state in eastern India, is home to a diverse population, including numerous
tribal communities. As per the 2011 census, the tribal population in West Bengal is around 5.8%
of the total population, constituting around 40 different ethnic groups. These communities are
spread across the state, with a higher concentration found in districts like Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri,
Alipurduar, Dakshin Dinajpur, Paschim Medinipur, Bankura, and Purulia. Here are some of the
major tribes found in West Bengal:

< Santals: The Santals are the largest tribal group in West Bengal, making up over half of
the total tribal population in the state. They are primarily concentrated in the districts of
Birbhum, Bankura, and Purulia. Their language, Santali, belongs to the Austroasiatic
language family and is spoken by over 7 million people worldwide.

< Mundas: The Mundas are another major tribe in West Bengal, inhabiting primarily the
districts of Purulia, Bankura, and Medinipur. Their language, Mundari, is also part of the
Austroasiatic family.

< Oraons: The Oraons are mainly found in the districts of Purulia, Bankura, and West
Midnapore. Their language, Kurukh, belongs to the Dravidian language family.

< Bhutias: The Bhutias are a group of Tibetan people inhabiting the Darjeeling hills. Their
language, Sikkimese or Dzongkha, is a Sino-Tibetan language.

< Bhumijs: The Bhumijs are primarily concentrated in the districts of Bankura, Purulia, and
Medinipur. Their language, Bhumij, belongs to the Munda branch of the Austroasiatic
language family.

The tribal communities of West Bengal play a significant role in preserving the cultural heritage
of the state. West Bengal, with its diverse ethnic landscape, boasts a rich heritage of traditional
knowledge, including ethnozoology — the study of human-animal relationships. Here’s what we
know about the ethnozoological practices of some tribes in West Bengal:

1. Food and Medicine:

< Animals as food: Tribes like the Paharia and Birhor use various insects, rodents, reptiles,
and birds as part of their diet.

< Animals in medicine: Several tribes use various animal parts for medicinal purposes. For
example, the Mech tribe uses snake bones for healing wounds, while the Oraon tribe uses
honeybee stings to treat rheumatism.

2. Customs and Religious Practices:

< Animals in rituals and ceremonies: Animals play a significant role in various rituals and
ceremonies. The Santhal tribe uses goats and chickens in sacrifices, while the Munda tribe
uses specific bird calls for divination.
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< Totems and taboos: Many tribes have totems, specific animals they consider sacred or
representative of their clan. Additionally, taboos associated with certain animals exist,
restricting their consumption or interaction.

3. Other Uses:

< Animals for tools and ornaments: The Santhal tribe uses hornbill beaks for ornaments,
while the Munda tribe utilizes animal bones for tools.

< Animals for entertainment and games: Some tribes, like the Pauri Bhuiya, use birds for
cockfighting and other recreational activities.

The tribal communities of West Bengal possess
a rich repository of traditional knowledge on
ethnozoology, which refers to the use of animals
and animal products for medicinal purposes. This
knowledge has been passed down through
generations and is an integral part of their cultural
heritage. Different tribes in West Bengal use animals
and animal products in traditional medicine viz. the
Santhals use honey extracted from wild beehives to
treat coughs and colds. They also use the dried meat =%
of monitor lizards to treat skin diseases. The Mundas use the ash of burnt crabs to treat Wounds
and ulcers. They also use the milk of a certain type of frog to treat eye infections. The Oraons use
the bile of a monitor lizard to treat jaundice. They also use the fat of a sloth bear to treat rheumatism.
The Birhors use the eggs of owls to treat asthma. They also use the dried meat of snakes to treat
joint pain. It is important to note that these are just a few examples, and there are many other
ways in which the tribes of West Bengal use animals and animal products in traditional medicine.
It is also important to remember that traditional knowledge is not static and is constantly evolving.
As the tribes of West Bengal interact with the outside world and gain access to modern medicine,
their traditional practices may change or even disappear altogether. Therefore, it is important to
document this knowledge before it is lost. Traditional tribal knowledge is not a monolithic entity
and varies greatly across different cultures and regions. Additionally, it’s crucial to approach this
knowledge with respect and sensitivity, acknowledging the cultural context and ensuring informed
consent when engaging with tribal communities and their knowledge systems. The integration of
traditional tribal knowledge with Western scientific methods holds immense potential for advancing
our understanding of the natural world and developing solutions to pressing environmental
challenges. It’s important to acknowledge that this is just a glimpse into the vast and complex
science ingrained in tribal knowledge systems. Recognizing their value and fostering their
integration with modern scientific advancements holds immense potential for creating a more
sustainable and equitable future.
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